THE DANGERS OF DICTATORSHIP
not been chargeable to his account. Still, in like
manner, one must not pass a harsh judgment
upon Julius Caesar for having had Vercingetorix
put to death. Of course his life-story would have
been a finer one without that act of barbarism,
but it is absurd to hold so titanic a figure up "to
reproach because of one regrettable incident/*
"It is possible/' I rejoined, "that such occur-
rences are the outcome of autocracy. When all
the power of the State is concentrated in the
hands of one man, it may well happen that
undesirable things take place in despite of the
autocrat's will. When I say this I am thinking of
the murder of Mateotti. Don't you think that
such things are more likely to happen in a
dictatorship?"
"Political crimes," answered Mussolini quietly,
"happen just as often in democratic States. You
will remember a notorious instance under
Napoleon III. Since the establishment of the
Third Republic in France, there have been
many enigmatic crimes committed by persons in
authority. As for the youthful German democracy,
I think that during the ten years or so of its
existence there have been more such incidents in
Germany than in any other country."